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CHAPTER – XIV 
INSPECTION, SEARCH, SEIZURE AND ARREST 

Section 67 : Power of inspection, search and seizure 

(1)   Where the proper officer, not below the rank of Joint Commissioner, has 

reasons to believe that–– 

(a) a taxable person has suppressed  any transaction relating to supply of 

goods or services or both or the stock of goods in hand, or has claimed 

input tax cred it in excess of his entitlement under this Act or has 

indulged  in contravention of any of the provisions of this Act or the 

rules made thereunder to evade tax under this Act; or   

(b)  any person engaged  in the business of transporting goods or an owner 

or operator of a warehouse or a godown or any other place is keeping 

goods which have escaped  payment of tax or has kept his accounts or 

goods in such a manner as is likely to cause evasion of tax payable 

under this Act,  

he may authorise in writing any other officer of central tax to inspect any 

places of business of the taxable person or the persons engaged  in the 

business of transporting goods or the owner or the operator of warehouse 

or godown or any other place. 

(2)   Where the proper officer, not below the rank of Joint Commissioner, either 

pursuant to an inspection carried  out under sub-section (1) or otherwise, 

has reasons to believe that any goods liable to confiscation or any 

documents or books or things, which in his opinion  shall be useful for or 

relevant to any proceed ings under this Act, are secreted  in any place, he 

may authorise in writing any other officer of central tax to search an d seize 

or may himself search and seize such goods, documents or books or things: 

Provided that where it is not practicable to seize any such goods, the 

proper officer, or any officer authorized  by him, may serve on the owner or 

the custod ian of the goods an order that he shall not remove, part with, or 

otherwise deal with the goods except with the previous  permission of such 

officer: 

Provided further that the documents or books or things so seized  shall be 

retained  by such officer only for so long as may be necessary for their 

examination and for any inquiry or proceed ings under this Act. 

(3)   The documents, books or things referred  to in sub-section (2) or any other 

documents, books or things produced by a taxable person or any other 

person, which have not been relied  upon for the issue of notice under this 

Act or the rules made thereunder, shall be returned  to such person within a 

period not exceed ing thirty days of the issue of the said  notice. 

(4)   The officer authorised under sub-section (2) shall have the power to seal or 

break open the door of any premises or to break open any almirah, 

electronic devices, box, receptacle in which any goods, accounts, registers 
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or documents of the person are suspected  to be concealed , where access to 

such premises, almirah, electronic devices, box or receptacle is denied . 

(5)   The person from whose custody any documents are seized  under sub -

section (2) shall be entitled  to make copies thereof or take extracts 

therefrom in the presence of an  authorised  officer at such place and  time as 

such officer may ind icate in this behalf except  where making such copies or 

taking such extracts may, in the opinion of the proper officer, prejud icially 

affect the investigation. 

(6)   The goods so seized under sub-section (2) shall be released , on a 

provisional basis, upon execution of a bond  and  furnishing of a security, in 

such manner and  of such quantum, respectively, as may be prescribed  or 

on payment of applicable tax, interest and  penalty payable, as the case may 

be. 

(7)   Where any goods are seized  under sub-section (2) and no notice in respect 

thereof is given within six months of the seizure of the goods, the goods 

shall be returned to the person from whose possession they were seized: 

Provided that the period  of six months may, on sufficient cause being 

shown, be extended  by the proper officer for a further period not exceed ing 

six months.  

(8)   The Government may, having regard  to the perishable or hazardous nature 

of any goods, depreciation in the value of the goods with the p assage of 

time, constraints of storage space for the goods or any other relevant 

considerations, by notification, specify the goods or class of goods which 

shall, as soon as may be after its seizure under sub-section (2), be d isposed 

of by the proper officer in such manner as may be prescribed. 

(9)   Where any goods, being goods specified under sub-section (8), have been 

seized  by a proper officer, or any officer authorised by him under sub-

section (2), he shall prepare an inventory of such goods in such manner as 

may be prescribed . 

(10)  The provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974), relating 

to search and  seizure, shall, so far as may be, apply to search and  seizure 

under this section subject to the modification that sub-section (5) of section 

165 of the said  Code shall have effect as if for the word  “Magistrate”, 

wherever it occurs, the word  “Commissioner” were substituted .  

(11)  Where the proper officer has reasons to believe that any person has evaded 

or is attempting to evade the p ayment of any tax, he may, for reasons to be 

recorded  in writing, seize the accounts, registers or documents of such 

person produced  before him and  shall grant a receipt for the same, and 

shall retain the same for so long as may be necessary in  connection with 

any proceed ings under this Act or the rules made thereunder for 

prosecution. 

(12)  The Commissioner or an officer authorised  by him may cause purchase of 

any goods or services or both by any person authorised  by him from the 

business premises of any taxable person, to check the issue of tax invoices 

or bills of supply by such taxable person, and  on return of goods so 
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purchased  by such officer, such taxable person or any person in charge of 

the business premises shall refund the amount so paid  towards t he goods 

after cancelling any tax invoice or bill of supply issued earlier.                                                                
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vè;k; 14 

fujh{k.k] ryk'kh] vfHkxzg.k vkSj fxj¶rkjh 

/kkjk 67 % fujh{k.k] ryk'kh vkSj vfHkxzg.k dh 'kfDr 

¼1½ tgka la;qDr vk;qDr dh iafDr ls vU;wu leqfpr vf/kdkjh ds ikl ;g fo'okl djus 

dk dkj.k gS fd& 

 ¼d½ fdlh djk/ks; O;fä us eky ;k lsokvksa ;k nksuksa dh iwfrZ ;k vius ikl j[ks x, 

eky ds LVkWd ds laca/k esa fdlh laO;ogkj dks fNik;k gS ;k bl vf/kfu;e ds 

v/khu mldh gdnkjh ls vf/kd buiqV dj izR;; dk nkok fd;k gS ;k og bl 

vf/kfu;e ds v/khu dj vioapu ds fy, bl vf/kfu;e ;k rn~/khu cuk, x, 

fu;eksa ds mica/kksa ds fdlh mYya?ku esa fyIr jgk gS( ;k  

 ¼[k½ eky ds ifjogu ds dkjckj esa yxk gqvk dksbZ O;fä ;k fdlh HkkaMkxkj ;k 

xksnke ;k fdlh vU; LFkku dk Lokeh ;k izpkyd ,sls eky dks j[k jgk gS tks 

dj ds lank; ls cp x, gSa ;k mlus vius ys[kkvksa ;k eky dks ,slh jhfr esa 

j[kk gS ftlls bl vf/kfu;e ds v/khu lans; dj dk vioapu gksus dh laHkkouk gS] 

 ogka og fyf[kr esa dsUnzh; dj ds fdlh vf/kdkjh dks djk/ks; O;fä ds dkjckj ;k 

eky ds ifjogu ds dkjckj esa yxs gq, O;fä;ksa ;k HkkaMkxkj ;k xksnke ;k fdlh vU; 

LFkku ds izpkyd ;k Lokeh ds fdlh dkjckj ds LFkkuksa dk fujh{k.k djus ds fy, 

izkf/kdr̀ dj ldsxkA  
 

¼2½ tgka la;qDr vk;qDr dh iafDr ls vU;wu leqfpr vf/kdkjh ds ikl ;k rks    mi/kkjk 

¼1½ ds v/khu fd, x, fujh{k.k ds vuqlj.k esa ;k vU;Fkk ;g fo'okl djus dk dkj.k 

gS fd vf/kgj.k ds fy, nk;h fdlh eky ;k fdlh nLrkost ;k cfg;ksa ;k phtksa dks 

tks mlds er esa bl vf/kfu;e ds v/khu fdUgha dk;Zokfg;ksa ds fy, mi;ksxh ;k 

lqlaxr gksaxh] fdlh LFkku ij fNikdj j[kk x;k gS rks og dsUnzh; dj ds fdlh vU; 

vf/kdkjh dks ryk'kh vkSj vfHkxzg.k djus ds fy, fyf[kr esa izkf/kd`r dj ldsxk ;k 

,sls eky] nLrkostksa ;k cfg;ksa ;k phtksa dh ryk'kh ys ldsxk vkSj mudk vfHkxzg.k 

dj ldsxk % 

 ijUrq tgka ,sls eky dk vfHkxzg.k djuk O;ogk;Z ugha gS rks leqfpr vf/kdkjh ;k 

mlds izkf/kd`r dksbZ vU; vf/kdkjh eky ds Lokeh ;k vfHkj{kd ij ,d vkns'k dh 

rkehy dj ldsxk fd og ,sls vf/kdkjh dh iwoZ vuqKk ds flok; eky dks ugha 

gVk,xk] mls Lo;a ls vyx ugha djsxk ;k vU;Fkk mudk O;kSgkj ugha djsxk % 

 ijUrq bl izdkj vfHkxzg.k fd, x, nLrkost ;k cfg;ka ;k phtsa ,sls vf/kdkjh }kjk 

dsoy rc rd izfr/kkfjr dh tk,axh tc rd og mudh ijh{kk ds fy, vkSj bl 

vf/kfu;e ds v/khu fdlh tkap ;k dk;Zokfg;ksa ds fy, vko';d gksA 
 

¼3½ mi/kkjk ¼2½ esa fufnZ"V nLrkost ;k cfg;ka ;k phtsa ;k djk/ks; O;fä ;k fdlh vU; 

O;fä }kjk izLrqr vU; nLrkost] cfg;ka ;k phtsa] ftu ij bl vf/kfu;e ;k rn~/khu 

cuk, x, fu;eksa ds v/khu lwpuk tkjh djus ds fy, voyac ugha fy;k x;k gS] dks 

,sls O;fä dks mDr lwpuk tkjh djus dh rkjh[k ls rhl fnu ls vuf/kd vof/k ds 

Hkhrj okil dj fn;k tk,xkA  
 

¼4½ mi/kkjk ¼2½ ds v/khu izkf/kdr̀ vf/kdkjh dks] fdUgha ifjljksa ds }kjksa dks lhy djus dh 

;k mUgsa rksM+usa dh ;k fdlh vyekjh] bySDVªkWfudh ;qfDr] ckDl] lanwd] ftlesa O;fä 

ds dksbZ eky] ys[kk] jftLVj ;k nLrkostksa dks fNik, tkus dk lansg gS] tgka ,sls 
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ifjlj] vyekjh] bySDVªkWfudh ;qfDr] ckDl] lanwd rd igqap iznku djus ls badkj 

fd;k tkrk gS] ogka mUgsa rksM+dj [kksyus dh 'kfä gksxhA  

 

¼5½ og O;fä] ftldh vfHkj{kk ls mi/kkjk ¼2½ ds v/khu fdUgha nLrkostksa dk vfHkxzg.k 

fd;k x;k gS] mudh izfr;ka cukus ;k muls izkf/kdr̀ vf/kdkjh dh mifLFkfr esa ,sls 

LFkku vkSj ,sls le; ij] tks ,slk vf/kdkjh bl fufeŸk minf'kZr djs] m)j.k ysus dk 

gdnkj gksxk] flok; tgka ,slh izfr;ka cukuk ;k ,slk m)j.k ysuk leqfpr vf/kdkjh 

ds er esa tkap dks izfrdwy :i ls izHkkfor djsxkA  

 

¼6½ mi/kkjk ¼2½ ds v/khu bl izdkj vfHkxzg.k fd;k x;k eky vuafre vk/kkj ij] 

;FkkfLFkfr] ca/ki= fu"ikfnr djus ij vkSj Øe'k% ,slh jhfr vkSj ,slh ek=k dh 

izfrHkwfr izLrqr djus ij] tks fofgr dh tk, ;k ykxw dj] C;kt vkSj lans; 'kkfLr ds 

lank; ij fueZqDr fd;k tk ldsxkA  

 

¼7½ tgka mi/kkjk ¼2½ ds v/khu fdUgha ekyksa dk vfHkxzg.k fd;k x;k gS vkSj ekyksa ds 

vfHkxzg.k ls Ng ekl dh vof/k ds Hkhrj muds laca/k esa dksbZ lwpuk ugha nh xbZ gS 

ogka eky dks ml O;fä dks ykSVk fn;k tk,xk ftlds dCts ls mudk vfHkxzg.k fd;k 

x;k Fkk % 

 ijUrq i;kZIr dkj.k minf'kZr djus ij Ng ekl dh vof/k dk leqfpr vf/kdkjh }kjk 

Ng ekl ls vuf/kd vkSj vof/k ds fy, foLrkj fd;k tk ldsxkA  

 

¼8½ ljdkj] fdUgh ekyksa ds u'oj gksus ;k ifjladVe; izdf̀r dk gksus] le; ds lkFk eky 

ds ewY; esa vo{k;.k] eky ds fy, HkaMkj.k LFkku dh deh ;k fdUgha vU; lqlaxr 

fopkj.kksa dks /;ku esa j[krs gq, vf/klwpuk }kjk  eky ;k ekyksa ds ,sls oxZ dks ?kksf"kr~ 

dj ldsxh] ftldk leqfpr vf/kdkjh }kjk mi/kkjk ¼2½ ds v/khu vfHkxzg.k ds 

;FkklaHko 'kh?kz i'pkr~ ,slh jhfr esa] tks fofgr dh tk,] O;;u fd;k tk,xkA 

 

¼9½ tgka fdUgha ekyksa dk] tks mi/kkjk ¼8½ ds v/khu fofufnZ"V eky gS] leqfpr vf/kdkjh 

}kjk ;k mlds }kjk izkf/kdr̀ fdlh vU; vf/kdkjh }kjk mi/kkjk ¼2½ ds v/khu 

vfHkxzg.k fd;k x;k gS] ogka og ,sls ekyksa dh ,slh jhfr esa] tks fofgr dh tk,] ,d 

lwph rS;kj djsxkA  

¼10½ ryk'kh vkSj vfHkxzg.k ds laca/k esa naM izfØ;k lafgrk] 1973 ¼1974 dk 2½ ds mica/k] 

tgka rd gks lds bl /kkjk ds v/khu ryk'kh vkSj vfHkxzg.k dks bl mikarj.k ds v/khu 

jgrs gq, ykxw gksaxs fd mDr lafgrk dh /kkjk 165 dh mi/kkjk ¼5½ esa ^^eftLVªsV** 'kCn] 

tgka&tgka og vkrk gS] ds LFkku ij ^^vk;qDr** 'kCn j[k fn;k x;k gksA 
 

 

¼11½ tgka leqfpr vf/kdkjh ds ikl ;g fo'okl djus dk dkj.k gS fd fdlh O;fä us dj 

dk vioapu fd;k gS ;k og fdlh dj ds lank; ds vioapu dk iz;kl dj jgk gS] 

ogka og dkj.kksa dks ys[kc) djrs gq, mlds le{k izLrqr ,sls O;fä ds ys[kkvks a] 

jftLVjksa ;k nLrkostksa dk vfHkxzg.k dj ldsxk vkSj mUgsa bl vf/kfu;e ;k rn~/khu 

cuk, x, fu;eksa ds v/khu vfHk;kstu ds fy, dk;Zokfg;ksa ds laca/k esa tc rd 

vko';d gks] izfr/kkfjr djsxkA  

 

¼12½ vk;qDr ;k mlds }kjk izkf/kd`r vf/kdkjh fdlh djk/ks; O;fä ds dkjckj ifjlj ls] 

mlds }kjk izkf/kdr̀ fdlh O;fä }kjk eky ;k lsokvksa ;k nksuksa dk Ø;] ,sls djk/ks; 

O;fä }kjk dj chtdksa ds tkjh djus ;k iwfrZ fcyksa dh tkap djus ds fy, djok 
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ldsxk vkSj ,sls vf/kdkjh }kjk bl izdkj Ø; fd, x, eky ds okil djus ij ,slk 

djk/ks; O;fä ;k dkjckj ifjlj dk izHkkjh dksbZ O;fä eky ds fy, bl izdkj lanŸk 

jde dk] iwoZ esa tkjh fd, x, dj chtd ;k iwfrZ fcy dks jí djus ds i'pkr~ 

izfrnk; djsxkA  

 

 
 


