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Section 158 : Disclosure of information by a public servant 

(1)   All particulars contained  in any statement made, return furnished or 

accounts or documents produced  in accordance with this Act, or in any 

record  of evidence given in the course of any proceed ings under this Act 

(other than proceed ings before a criminal court), or  in any record  of any 

proceed ings under this Act shall, save as provided  in sub-section (3), not be 

d isclosed. 

(2)   Notwithstand ing anything contained  in the Ind ian Evidence Act, 1872 (1 of 

1872), no court shall, save as otherwise provided  in sub-section (3), require 

any officer appointed or authorized under this Act to produce before it or 

to give evidence before it in respect of particulars referred to in sub-section 

(1). 

(3)   Nothing contained in this section shall apply to the d isclosure of,— 

(a) any particulars in respect of any statement, return, accounts, 

documents, evidence, affidavit or deposition, for the purpose of any 

prosecution under the Ind ian Penal Code (45 of 1860) or the Prevention 

of Corruption Act, 1988 (49 of 1988), or any other law for the time being 

in force; or 

(b)  any particulars to the Central Government or the State Government or 

to any person acting in the implementation of this Act, for the purposes 

of carrying out the objects of this Act; or 

(c)  any particulars when such d isclosure is occasioned by the lawful 

exercise under this Act of any process for the service of any notice or 

recovery of any demand; or  

(d)  any particulars to a civil court in any su it or proceed ings, to which the 

Government or any authority under this Act is a party, which relates to 

any matter arising out of any proceed ings under this Act or under any 

other law for the time being in force authorising any such authority to 

exercise any powers thereunder; or 

(e)  any particulars to any officer appointed  for the purpose of aud it of tax 

receipts or refunds of the tax imposed by this Act; or  

(f)  any particulars where such particulars are relevant for the purposes of 

any inquiry into the conduct of any officer appointed  or authorised 

under this Act, to any person or persons appointed  as an inquiry 

officer under any law for the time being in force; or  

(g)  any such particulars to an officer of the Central Government or of any 

State Government, as may be necessary for the purpose of enabling 

that Government to levy or realise any tax or duty; or  

(h)  any particulars when such d isclosure is occasioned by the lawful 

exercise by a public servant or any other statutory authority, of his or 

its powers under any law for the time being in force; or  

(i) any particulars relevant to any inquiry into a charge of misconduct in 

connection with any proceed ings under this Act against a practising 

advocate, a tax practitioner, a practising cost accountant, a practising 
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chartered  accountant, a practising company secretary to the authority 

empowered  to take d isciplinary action against the members practising 

the profession of a legal practitioner, a cost accountant, a chartered 

accountant or a company secretary, as the case may be; or 

(j) any particulars to any agency appointed  for the purposes of data entry 

on any automated  system or for the purpose of operating, upgrad ing 

or maintaining any automated  system where such agency is 

contractually bound  not to use or d isclose such particulars except for 

the aforesaid  purposes; or 

(k) any particulars to an officer of the Government as may be necessary for 

the purposes of any other law for the time being in force; or  

(l) any information relating to any class of taxable p ersons or class of 

transactions for publication, if, in the opinion of the Commissioner, it is 

desirable in the public interest, to publish such information.                                                 
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/kkjk 158 % yksd lsod }kjk lwpuk dk izdV fd;k tkuk 

¼1½ bl vf/kfu;e ds vuqlj.k esa izLrqr fd, x, fooj.k] nh xbZ fooj.kh ;k ys[kk ;k 

nLrkostksa dh lHkh fof’kf"V;ksa ;k ¼naM U;k;ky; ds le{k dk;Zokfg;ksa ls fHké½ bl 

vf/kfu;e ds v/khu fdUgha dk;Zokfg;ksa ds vuqØe esa fn, x, lk{; dk dksbZ vfHkys[k 

;k bl vf/kfu;e ds v/khu fdUgha dk;Zokfg;ksa ds fdlh vfHkys[k esa varfoZ"V lHkh 

fooj.kksa dks mi/kkjk ¼3½ esa ;Fkk micaf/kr ds flok; izdV ugha fd;k tk,xkA  

¼2½ Hkkjrh; lk{; vf/kfu;e] 1872 ¼1872 dk 1½ esa fdlh ckr ds varfoZ"V gksrs gq,] Hkh 

dksbZ U;k;ky;] mi/kkjk ¼3½ esa ;Fkk micaf/kr ds flok;] bl vf/kfu;e ds v/khu 

fu;qDr ;k izkf/kdr̀ fdlh vf/kdkjh ls mi/kkjk ¼1½ esa fufnZ"V fof'kf"V;ksa ds laca/k esa 

bUgsa mlds le{k is'k fd, tkus ;k lk{; Lo:i fn, tkus dh vis{kk ugha djsxkA 

 

¼3½ bl /kkjk esa varfoZ"V dksbZ ckr]& 

¼d½ Hkkjrh; naM lafgrk ¼1860 dk 45½ ;k Hkz"Vkpkj fuokj.k vf/kfu;e] 1988 ¼1988 

dk 49½ ;k rRle; izoŸ̀k fdlh vU; fof/k ds v/khu fdlh vfHk;kstu ds iz;kstu 

ds fy, fdlh fooj.k] fooj.kh] ys[kkvksa] nLrkostksa] lk{;] 'kiFki= ;k vfHklk{; 

ds laca/k esa fdUgha fof'kf"V;ksa( ;k 

 

¼[k½ bl vf/kfu;e ds mís';ksa dks dk;kZfUor djus ds iz;kstuksa ds fy,] bl vf/kfu;e 

ds dk;kZUo;u esa dsUnzh; ljdkj ;k jkT; ljdkj ;k dk;Z djus okys fdlh 

O;fä dks nh xbZ fof'kf"V;ksa( ;k 
 

¼x½ fdlh uksfVl dh rkehy ;k fdlh ekax dh olwyh ds fy, fdlh foojf.kdk dh 

fof'kf"V;ksa] tc ,slk izdVu bl vf/kfu;e ds v/khu fof/kiw.kZ dk;Z }kjk fd;k 

tkrk gS( ;k 

¼?k½ fdlh Hkh okn ;k dk;Zokfg;ksa esa fdlh flfoy U;k;ky; dks ftlesa] bl vf/kfu;e 

ds v/khu ljdkj ;k dksbZ izkf/kdkjh] ,d i{kdkj gS tks fd bl vf/kfu;e ;k 

rRle; izòŸk fdlh vU; fof/k ds v/khu fdUgha dk;Zokfg;ksa esa mBus okys fdlh 

ekeys ls lacaf/kr gS] blds v/khu fdlh Hkh 'kfä dk iz;ksx djus ds fy, ,sls fdlh 

izkf/kdkjh dks izkf/kd̀r djrk gS] nh xbZ fof'kf"V;ksa( ;k 

¼M-½ bl vf/kfu;e }kjk dj jlhnksa dh ys[kkijh{kk ;k vf/kjksfir dj dh olwyh ds 

iz;kstu ds fy, fu;qDr fdlh vf/kdkjh dh fdUgha fof'kf"V;ksa( ;k 

¼p½ tgka bl vf/kfu;e ds v/khu fu;qDr ;k izkf/kd`r fdlh vf/kdkjh ds vkpkj dh 

fdlh tkap ds iz;kstu ds fy, ,slk fooj.k lqlaxr gS] ogka rRle; izoŸ̀k fdlh 

vU; fof/k ds v/khu tkap vf/kdkjh ds :i esa fu;qDr O;fä ;k O;fä;ksa dks nh 

xbZ fof'kf"V;ksa( ;k 

¼N½ dj ;k 'kqYd dk mnxzg.k djus ds fy, dsUnzh; ljdkj ;k fdlh jkT; ljdkj 

dks leFkZ cukus ds iz;kstu ds fy, ;Fkk vko';d] ,slh ljdkj ds fdlh 

vf/kdkjh dks nh xbZ fof'kf"V;ksa( ;k 

¼t½ tc ,slk izdVu fdlh yksd lsod ;k fdlh vU; dkuwuh izkf/kdkjh }kjk mldh 

;k rRl;e izoŸ̀k fdlh fof/k ds v/khu fdUgha 'kfDr;ksa ds fof/kiw.kZ iz;ksx }kjk 

fd;k tkrk gS] ,slh fof'kf"V;ksa( ;k 

¼>½ bl vf/kfu;e ds v/khu fdlh O;olk;jr vf/koDrk] fdlh dj O;olk;h] fdlh 

O;olk;jr ykxr ys[kkiky] fdlh O;olk;jr pkVZMZ vdkmaVsaV] fdlh 

O;olk;jr daiuh lfpo ds fo:) fdUgha dk;Zokfg;ksa ds laca/k esa dnkpkj ds 
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vkjksi esa ;FkkfLFkfr] fof/kd O;olk; ;k ykxr ys[kk ;k pkVZMZ vdkmaVsaV ;k 

daiuh lfpo dh of̀Ÿk esa O;olk;jr lnL;ksa ds fo#) vuq”kklfud dkjZokbZ djus 

ds fy, l'kDr izkf/kdkjh dks tkap ls lqlaxr ,slh fof'kf"V;ksa( ;k 

 

¼¥½ fdlh Lopkfyr iz.kkyh esa MkVk dh izfof"V djus ds iz;kstuksa ;k fdlh Lopkfyr 

iz.kkyh ds izpkyu] mlds mé;u ;k vuqj{k.k ds iz;kstu ds fy, fu;qDr fdlh 

vfHkdj.k dks tgka ,slk vfHkdj.k lafonk }kjk] iwoksZDr iz;kstuksa ds flok; ,slh 

fof'kf"V;ksa dk mi;ksx u djus ;k mudk izdVu u djus ds fy, vkc) gS] ,slh 

fof'kf"V;ksa] ;k 

¼V½ rRle; izoŸ̀k fdlh vU; fof/k ds iz;kstu ds fy, ljdkj ds fdlh vf/kdkjh 

dh fdUgha ;Fkko';d fof'kf"V;ksa( vkSj 

¼B½ izdk'ku ds fy, fdUgha djk/ks; O;fä;ksa ds fdlh oxZ ;k laO;ogkjksa ds oxZ ls 

lacaf/kr fdlh lwpuk ds izdk'ku ds fy, ;fn] vk;qDr dh jk; esa ;g yksdfgr esa 

okaNuh; gS] ,slh lwpuk ds izdk'ku ds laca/k esa] ls lacaf/kr dksbZ lwpuk] 

 ds izdVu dks ykxw ugha gksxhA  

 

 

 


